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ON THE DEITY. 
(Concluded from p. 4.) 

But there is one evidence more of the 
Deity, which, I view, to be the greatest of 
all, and that is the evidence arising from 
the illumination of the Spirit. As it is the 
Spirit, which leads into all truth; so of the 
truth of the divine existence and of the di- 
vine character in particular. The former 
evidences are sufficient to leave all men 
without excuse, provided they deny the 
being of God, or violate his commands: 
It is the latter, only, which is the knowl- 
edge of experience. It brings !ove with 
light: inward experience with the out- 
ward evidence of things ; and gives strength 
and vigor of faith; mn the Deity, to which, 
outward testimony, alone, can never a- 
vail. A person of real experience has 
the evidence in himself. He is said to know 
and to be persuaded; which knowledge and 
persuasion are experimental. 

A person of the smallest capacity and the 
most destitute of human science, has, by 
divine illumination, a knowledge of God, 
which far transcends that of the greatest 
philosopher, who is destitute of such illu- 
wnination. 

We grant, that the external and internal 
evidences do agree; yet the former are to 
be considerec as a theory only; the latter 
as that knowledge by which the theory is 
reduced to practice. 

Thus, we have four sources of evidence 
respecting the existence and perfections of 
a supreme Being. All these are addres- 
sed to the reason and understanding of men. 
Yet where the sacred writings are not en- 
joyed, men are destitute in that particular : 
yet as all these evidences agree to point 
out the same object, differing only in the 
degree of their light: the consequence will 
be, that all men have the knowledge of God 





in some degree; and this proves the truth 
of the evangelist John,when he says, that 
the true light,lighteth every man, that ceme 
eth into the world. 

I conclude my remarks on this subject, 
so far as it respects the evidence of God’s 
existence, in the words of the great Mr, 
Locke, viz. that we have far greater evi- 
dence of the existence and attributes of 
God, than we have of the existence of any 
other object, with which our senses have 
not been conversant. 

No historical account of countries, cities 
or events, can claim an evidence equal to 
the evidence we have of the existence of 


the Deity. Remarks. With what wonder 
and awe; with what love and confidence 


should we contemplate such a Being as — 
God? If the angels cover their faces and 
their feet; and in his presence, cry huly—— 
holy—holy is the Lord God Almighty: If 
the four living creatures and the twenty- 
four elders bow before the throne, and fall 
npon their faces ascribing honor and giving 
praise to him that sitteth on the throne: 
what should be our reverence, our holy fear 
and love? May the time soon arrive, when, 
instead of taking the name of this God in 
vain: when instead of sin, of profanity and 
impiety in general ; the sors of man, with 
their ten thousand tongues, shall fill his 
courts with sounding praise: When hiS 
glory shall cover the earth, and all flesh 
shall see his salvation. How great is our 
folly in supposing, that we can hide our- 
selves or our actions from God. God is 
not eternity, yet he inhabits eternity, and 
jils immensity. He is everywhere present. 
The darkness cannot hide us from him.— 
The darkness and the light are both alike 
to him. Not only are our persons and ac- 
tions naked and open to his all seeing eye ; 
but likewise our thoughts and the intentious 
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of our ne Hence, there is no counsel | 
or devise of man,-which can be hidden from 
the Lord. 
It is evident, why the scripture calls him 

@ fool, who says there ‘s nv God. It is be- 

cause he st fles the conviction afforded bim 
from the book of nature, which shows the 
invisible things of God from creation.— 
Thos he is withvut excuse. When such 
men knew God, they givrified him not as 
God, neither were they thankful: but be- 
came vain in their imagirations and their 
foulish heart wes darkened.  Professing 
themselves to he wise they became fools. 
Row, i. 20. 21.22. itis thes the fool hath 
said in his heart, no God. Psa. lit. 1. A- 
gain, universa: experience confirms this re. 
mark, that men become vain in their imagi- 
nations, in proportion as they harbor athe- 
istical idevs. Their foolish beart is dar 

kened. When fools said, no God, it is im- 
mediately added, corrupt are they, and 
have done abominadtle iniquity. None 
that doeth good. Lastly, the belief of the 
Deity, with a competent knowledge of his 
character, administers hope to the mind, 
respecting ourseives and the bewildered 
honwian family. Whatcan be a foundation 
for hepe, comparalne with that, which is 
laid, by the union of power and goodness 
unligated? Or, where justice, in perfect 


union with mercy; boliness with troth; 


and every perfection with tie immutable 
word and promise of God, conspire to ex- 
cite our faith and hope in an event, so hon 
orable to God and blessed to the creature, 
which event involves the destruction of sa- 
tan, of sin and consequently of sorrow and 
distress, and confirming the human family, 
in far more and greater blessings. by grace, 
than were lost by Adam, under a covenant 
of works? Abraham believed this, and it 
was accounted to him for righteousness.— 
It was the righteousness of faith, uot of 
works. 

In biief,in the contemplation of the Dei- 
ty alone, aside from all eonsideration of a! 


Mediator oi the sacred Writings, there is | 
reason, and great ground for hope ; he is, | 


therefore, said to be the confidence of all 





the encvs of the earth and of them that are 
afar off wpor the sea. He stiles all men 
prisoners of hope, and bath subjected all in 
hope 

But inthe scriptures and through the 
mediator, be has manifested his character 
and intentions towards his rational offspring 
more abundant, and conspicuous, and 
brought hfe and immortality to light, in 
far greater splendor; and bringing to light 
things, which, probably, would never have 
entered the heart of man to conceive.— 
This manifestation of the character and 
purpose of God, in some future nun ber, we 
shall show, was the work of the Mediator, 
instead of the mistaken idea that he came to 
appease his Father’s anger, and render him 
propitious to men. 

Epiror. 
—e 
OF THE MORAL AND NATURAL PERFEG. 
JiONS OF DEITY. 

This distinction is necessary to enable 
us more clearly to distinguish the true 
ground of the creature’s hope from that 
which is only imaginary. 

Those are moral perfections which ex- 
press the moral character of God or show 
us what is his disposition. Thus, holi- 
ness, justice, gieodness, mercy, &c. are 
moral perfections, hecause they declare to 
1s what the disposition of Godis. God is 
love. This is his moral character. 

If God were hatred, instead of love ; 
and, consequently were unmerciful, unjust 
and cruel : then hatred, injustice &c. would 
he his moral perfections ; because morali- 
ty of character not only comprehends 
qualities, which are good ; but equally re- 
spect those, which are bad—Thus there is 
a moral character, which is good 3 and 
there is a moral character, whichis bad.— 
The former arises from luve, the latter 
from hatred. —Morality, then, respects the 
disposition ; either good or bad. 

Every argument from nature, from our 
own existence, from the scriptures, and 
from the spirit’s teaching, conspire to prove 
that the moral character of God 18 good. 


| All of it may be summed up in love, be- 





in 
Fae 
er 
ss 


| . 





@ Ps =. 


Ha 


- maps 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. it 





cause justice, truth, goodness, mercy, & 
are all equally expressions of love under 
the different circumstances of him to whom 
the love is expressed. Gud is good to all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his 
works. Thns we have shown what the 
mora! perfections of God are. 

What are his natural perfections? They 
are those perfections of the Deity, from 
which, abstractly, or in themselves con- 
sidered, there is no expression of disposi- 
tion or moral quality. Thus power ex. 





presses no moral quality. The power of 


God, is infinite ; bat in itself there is no, 


exhibition whether the Deity bea good or 





a bad being. Power, then, isa natural 
perfection, 

The greatness of God, is a natural per- 
fection, because though God be infinite, 
that infinite greatness of itself, gives no 
proof of the dispositionPof which the De- 
ity is possessed. Thus whatever perfec- 
tion there is in the Deity, which of itself 
exp: esses no moral quality, that perfection 
is natural. . 

Having, as I hope, sufficiently shown, 
what it is that constitutes one perfection of 
the Deity moral, and another natural ; let 
us now see, that in all these God is imma” 
table or unchangeable. On the principles 
of reason, infinity cannot alter. We may 
apply this infirity to what we please ; let 
it be to greatness, power, or knowledge, 
which are nutural; or to love, goodness, 
justice, &c. which are moral perfections, 
and their infinity argue their immutabil- 
ity. 

Infinity cannot alter by being enlarged ; 
for infinity cannot exceed itself ; nor can 
it alter by being reduced ; for then it would 
not be infinite, Neither can infinite per- 
fection alter, as to its quality ; for instance ; 
if we consider infinite goodnegs ; an al 
teration of its qualities could not take 
place, andinfinite goodness remain. 

Hence there can never be an alteration 
of infinite perfection, otherwise than that 
infinite perfection must cease to exist ; and 
this can never be, because, an infinite per- 





fection never had a beginning 1, tt wiil iA 
low that it never can have an oak 

The scriptures confirm the jdea of the 
immutability or unchangeableness of God, 
God, by the prophet, says, J Chunge not, 
therefore ye sons of Jicob are not cone 
sumed.—An apostle Says, that with God, 
there: is no variableress. nor shadow of 
turning. He is the same yesterday tu day 
and forever. "Lhus God, in tis wisdom, 
love, power and every other perfection is 
unchangeabie. 

Remark, 3. The immutability and in 
finity of the natural and moral perfections 
of the Deity, are an undeniable evis~r: ts 
shat Ged can never became our enemy, and 
that as his favour is towards us we can tev. 
er with propriety, be said to procure it.— 
Two things are matter of astonishment. 
The first is, that any man should teach that 
the God of infi.ute perfection should so 
far change, as to hate, that, which he once 
loved. Secondly, That creatures, whom 
God is said to hate should be so vain and 
impious as to pretend that they can pro- 
cure the divine favour.—The favour of 
God, towards man, was not procured, even 
by Christ himself. —The reason is evident: 
It never ceased to exist : it always did ex- 
ist and always must 5 3 Or, according to our 
foregoing reasons, “God must cease to eX: 
ist for he cannot alter. If Christ did not 
procure the favour of God ; but came to 
testify and bear witness to that truth; that 
Gud was favourable, shall we be so pre- 
sumptuous as to deny God’s favour towards 
us, and yet pretend, that we can psocure 
it? that we can appease his anger and 
procure his favours. 

Such sentiments would be more toler- 
able, if they were the thoughtiess expres. 
sions, only, of tbose, had but tittle 
time for study or reflection. Bot when 
men, who are set as teachers, with great 
pathos, will declare, ang inthe public per- 
formances, that God has changed once, in 
hating that now, which he o1.ce loved, even 
man; and that if man now will repent and 
believe that which has no existence ; that 
his faith will create a new object, and God 
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will change again and love that, which he 
had lately hated. Is this a just descrip- 
tion of an infinite, unchangeable God ? No, 
it is not. God’s love to asinful and un- 
godly world was the camse, not the effect 
of Christ’s coming, andthe cause of our 
loving him. Heso loved the world, that 
he gave his son. While we were yet sin- 
ners Christ cied for us. Herein is law, 
not that we loved him, but that he loved us 
and sent his son, &c. We love him be- 
cause he first loved. 

Remark, 2. If the love of God to man 
be eternal and unchangeable, we may an- 
ticipate its effects in the reconciliation of 
the creature, to his Maker; but not in the 
reconciliation of the Maker to the crea- 
ture ; for man’s Maker was never unrec- 
onciled to man, though he is unchangeably 
an enemy tosin: and being, thus, an en- 
emy to sin, his nature, and promise con- 
spire to satisfy us that it will, eventually, 
be destroyed. 

Enrror. 


HE SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR 
SINS.—Matt. i. 21, 


The only particular, in these words» 
which admits of any difficulty, is the term 
people : or who the people of Christ are ; 
for all denominations, I suppose, will a- 
gree in this, that whoever the people of 
Christ are, he will save them from their 
sins. The question, thenis who are these 
people? In answer to this question, we 
shall hear the Pope and his adherents de- 
claring, that the only true charch of Christ 
is the holy catholic church of Rome. This 
church, they say, comprehends Christ’s 
people, as out of it there is no salvation. 
Sach doctrine passed for current and uni- 
versal coin for more than a thousand years. 
So strongly was this doctrine rooted and 
established in men’s minds, by the influ. 
ence of their clergy ; that all orders of men 
from the king to the beggar, from an ap- 
prehension, that to differ therefrom would 
incur the penalty of certain damnation, 
were awed into a belief of its doctrines. 
Its language was this, ““ Weare the peo- 





ple and wisdom will die with us. Weare 
the true church and there is no ether on 
earth. Weare the people of Christ, and 
all the rest of mankind belong to the syna- 
gogue of satan.” This has been her lan- 
guage.— ut the world has witnessed the 
use, which that charch has made of such a 
tenet. ‘The tyrannies, cruelties and perse- 
cutions of which she has been guilty ; and 
the innucent blood, which has been shed by 
her, are a standing evidence, that she is 
justly stiled, ‘ Mystery, Babylon the great, 
the mother of harlots and abomination of 
the earth.” She, who bas pretended to be 
the favorite of heaven, and to comprehend 
the only people of Christ, has done more 
to destroy and oppress mankind, than all 
the world besides. Innocence has been 
no protection ; justice, with her, bas been 
an empty name ; cruelty and blood have 
been the elements, in which she has de- 
lighted to dwell, and avarice and plunder, 
have marked her footsteps through the 
globe. See the history of popery and the 
Inquisition, Thus, in this instance, all 
denominations, will agree, that Christ’s 
people have not been confined to the church 
of Rome; but that even the vilest of men 
have had as good a claim to that charac- 
ter as they themselves. 

We will now attend to the protestant 
part of the world. They are children of 
their ancient mother, the Romisb church ; 
reformed indeed in many things, from the 
mother church, but yet very far from per- 
fection. 

In consequence of ler reformation, the 
protestant churches have supposed that 
they were the people of Christ, avd their 
mother rejected. 

Among the protestant churches there are 
many denominations; each denomination 
for itself have supposed that they were 
the people of Christ to the exclusion of all 
others. As a consequence, they have re- 
jected and persecuted others, 

Others, again, have supposed, that 
Christ’s people are an elect number, whom 
God from all eternity elected to salvation, 





who were givento Christ in the covenant 
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of redemption ; for whom Christ died, to 
the exclusion of the rest of mankind, and 
that he has engaged by his grace to qualify 
and bring these elect ones to glory, and 
leave the non-elect to perish in their sins. 
All these denominations have persecuted 
in their day, and have warmly contended 
that they, to the exclusion of almost all 
others, are Christ’s people. Professors ot 
religion have claimed this character, of be- 
ing ‘Christ’s, people, to the exclusion of 
non-professors,and the christian world have 
excluded the heathen. ‘Thus have men 
contested this important point, without 
coming toa conclusion satisfactory toa 
candid and impartial mind. The question, 
still, recurs; who are Christ’s people P— 
We shall answer this question both as to 
the character and number of this people. 
First, as to the character of this people.— 
The text says, that Christ shall save his 
people from theirsins. Ifthis be so, the 
only conclusion, which I can draw is this 
that Christ’s people are a sinful people ; for 
how could he save them from their sins, if 


_t 
they had no sin ; or were notsintul ? This 


agrees with the whole tenor of scripture. 


‘¢ He came to call sinners to repentance.” ! 
- He came tosave sinners and the chief 


of sinners’? “He came toseek and to 
save that, which was lost.” ‘He shall save 
his people from their sins.” ‘ While we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us,” &.— 
Thus Christ’s people as they were given 
to him by the father, are a sinful people ; 
but given to Christ with an intert that he 
should redeem them from all iniquity. 

We have now answered the question, as 
to the character of Christ’s people. Se- 
condly, we now answer it as to the number 
of Christ’s people. This will appear to 
the best advantage, by attending to the fol- 
ing particulars. 

1. Christ is the head of every man ; and, 
then, they are his people, who compose his 
roystical body. Thus, as all men collect- 
ively taken, compose the body of Christ ; 
the consequence is, that all men are his 
people. 

2. All, thatthe Father hath given to 


Christ are his people : But God hath given 
all things, all men, the heathen and the ut. 
termost parts of the earth to Christ fora 
possession : therefore all mep,the heathen, 
&c are Christ’s people. 

3. Christ, as mediator, executes three 
distinct offices ; of a priest, of a prophet, 
and of aking. In the first he officiates as 
the great high priest, by making atone- 
ment and interceding for his peeple. In 
the second as an instructor to his people.— 
Inthe third as the ruler or king of his 
people. Now the number of Christ’s peo- 
ple will be ascertained by the extent in 
which he exercises those offices. 

Asa priest, he has died for all mankind ; 
for every man ; for the whole world. Like- 
wise, asa priest, he did intercede for the 
world while on earth, John, vii. 21. John 
tells us that he interceeds for all men now 
he is ascended. 1 John, 2. and he has in- 
spired Paul to recommend to Timothy te 
intercede for all men. 

As a prophet his instruction extends to 





‘allmen. John,i. 9. Heis the true light, 


which lighteth every man tkat cometh into 
the world. And John xvi. 8. And when 
he is come he shall reprove (convince the 
world,) the world of sin, of righteousness 
aud judgment. And Luke, iii. 6. All 
flesh siall see the salvation of God. 

As a king, he has a kingdom as exten- 
sive as this globe. He isthe head of all 
principality and power and might and do- 
minion and every name, which is named 
not only in this world, but in that also» 
which isto come. 

He is king of kings and lord of lords, 
that is, the universal king over all the 
earth. Now as he is the kirg over all the 
earth, it follows that all the people of the 
eareth are his subjects, his people. The re- 
bellion of men does not destroy the idea of 
their being sujects, or of their being his 
people, or hischildren. For tho? God has 
nourished and brought up children, and 
though they have rebelled against him; 
yetthey arechildren still. They are sub 
jects and his people still. We grant, in 





such circumstances, that they are rebell- 
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lows children, sebjects and people 3 yet 
they are the people and subjects of Christ. 
The threefold office of Christ, thus ex- 
tendig to all men, under the two great 
dispensations, prove that all men, without 
any exception, are his people. IL am 
convinced that those clergymen, who have 
si pposed that the three offices of Christ 
would never be co-extensive, have been 
and stillare greatly mistaken. ‘Lte uni- 
versality of the priestly oflice is generally, 
though not universal/y allowed. ‘Lhose, 
who deny it, represent God, to be partial 
in his good wil. Those, who allow the 
universality ofthe priestly office, but con- 
fine his prophetic and kingly; seem to 
represent God as unable to carry his good 
will intoexecution; or that his good will 
was never areality; or that it is tn the 
power of sinfulmen to frustrate all the 
good whic! the Almighty, in this case, ey- 
er designed. 

We are assured, that if God spared not 
his Son ; but freely gave him up for all, as 
a priest ; that he will bestow on us the 
biessing resulting, through Christ, as a 
prophet and king: andall of them to the 
same extent. 

If, as a priest he has died for all and in- 
tercedes for all 5 as a prophet be will in- 
struct all in the saving knowledge of God ; 
and asking will subdue, make willing and 
reconcile all men. 

Then, if a'l men are Christ’s people, as 
appears from the foregoing, and many oth- 
er reasons, which might be given ; I sure- 
ly need toname the conclusion in the text, 
he will save them from their sins. 

Eprror. 
From the Gospel Herald. 
MINUTES 
OF THE 


NORTHERN OHIO ASSOCIATION OF UNIVER- 
SALISTS. 


The Northern Association of Universa-| 


lists met, according to adjournment of last 
year, at the school-house in Shaiersvilie, 
Poriage county, Ohio, on Tuesday even- 
it.g, Sept. 3, 1822—0opened the business of | 


and devout prayer by brother Timothy Big: 
elow. 

Proceeded to organize the association : 

1. Chose Br. T. Bigelow moderator. 

2. Made choice of brothers N, B. John- 
son and E. Williams, clerks. 

3. Voted Br. N. B. Johnson standing 
committee, to grant letters of fellows'ip 
for the Richland, Ohio, Association; and 
Br. Daniel Demisk standing clerk tor the 
same; it being neglected at the session of 
said association, holden last week. 

4. Appointed brothers T. Bigelow, E. 
Williams, T. Cotton, N. B. Johnson, and 
T. Strong, a committee to examine candi- 
dates for the ministry. 

5. Voted to adjourn to7 o’clock to-mor- 
row morning: prayer and giving of thanks 
by Br. E. Williams. p 

Wednesday morning, 7 o’clock, met at 
Convention Hall, agreeably to adjourn. 
meat; sang an hymn, and prayer by Br,. 
T. Strong ;—proceeded to business. 

6. Proceeded to examine tie letters 
from the several churches and societies, 
composing this associatiun; and the re- 
ports of our brethren from different parts, 
which are as refreshing zs the showers of 
May. We find the number of meimbers in 
our churches and societies, much increased. 

7. Received into fellowship the society 
of Aurora; also the society of Newtown 
and Braceville, and the church and society 
at Austintown. 

8. Received a request from Medina coun- 
ty, through Br. Lothrop Seamor, for assis- 
tance in the ministry. 

9. Received a request, through Br. J. 
T. Baldwin, from Fort Meigs, and the riv- 
er Raisin, for laborers in the ministry of 
reconciliation. 

10. Voted that clerks of all the churches 
and societies bring forward their records, 
relative to the churches and societies, at the 
next annual association. 

11. Received forty-three representatives 
jin addition to the number of last year: 
John Herrington, of Hiram, Portage coun- 
ty, is not received a member. 

12. Order of public worship on Wed- 








the session by siuging a bymn, ane fervent | nesday morning: Introdusiory prayer by 
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Br. T. Bigelow ; sermon by Br. T.Cotton, 
from Mark xiv. 15, 16.3 concluding pray- 
er by Br. E. Williams. 

13. Order of public service for the af- 
ternoon: Introductory prayer by Br. E. 


Williams ; sermon by Br. N. B. Johnson, | 


from 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2,33 after which, broth- 
ers Benjamin Baldwin, Horace Burroughs, 





Williams, from Gal. iv. 1, 2, 3, 4, 53 see 
cond sermon by brother R. Jones, from 
John ix. 7; concluding prayer by brother 
T. Strong. 

24. Order of the afternoon; Introducto- 
ry prayer by brother E. Williams; ser- 


‘mon by brother N. B. Johnson, from Mat. 
xxiv. 143 consecrating prayer by brother 


and John M. Baldwin, were ordained as | 
brother N. B. Johnson ; charge and deliv- 


deacons, in the sevaral churches to which 
they belong: concluding prayer by Br. T. 
Bigelow ; charge by Br. R. Jones. 

14. Order of evening service: Introdac- 
tory prayer by Br. A. Perkins; sermon by 
Br. T. Strong, from Isa. lili. 11; conclu- 
ding prayer by brother T. Cotton. Voted 
to adjourn until 7 o’clock, to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

15. Thursday morning, 7 o’clock, met 
at Council Hal! ; sung an hymn, and pray- 
er by brother D. St. Clair. 

16. Received the society 
into fellowship. 

17 Received brother John Boyer into 
the fellowship of this Association. Broth- 
ér Boyer has been, for a number of years, 
a minister of the Christian order, but at 
length has found his way through the fog ; 
and he is not the first to have been so high. 
ly favored. 


18, The committee to examine candi- 
dates for letters of fellowship, reported in 
favor of granting letters to brothers Am- 
brose Perkins, David St. Clair, John Tut- 
tle, and John M. Baldwin, as ministers of 
the Gospel; which report is accepted. 

19. The committee for the examining of 
candidates for ordination, reported in fa- 
vor of ordaining brother Theophilus Cot- 
ton; whick report is accepted, 

20. Appointed brothers T. Bigelow, E 
Williams and T. Cotton, standing commit- 
tee. 

21. Voted brother J. T. Baldwin, stand- 
ing clerk. 

22. Appointed brother T. Bigelow treas- 
urer. 

23. Order of public service Thursday 
morning: Introductory prayer by brother 
T. Bigelow ; first sermon by brother E. 


of Farmington 





T. Bigelow; right hand of fellowship by 


ery of the Scriptures by brother T. Bige- 
low ; and usual addresses to the Universa- 
list Society, and to the congregation, by 
brother T. Bigelow. 

25. Returned in regular procession to 
Council Hall; and adjourned the Associa- 
tien, to meet again at Painesville, Geauga 
county, Ohio, on the Wednesday and 
Thursday preceding the iast Wednesday 
of August next. Sung an hymr; prayer 
and giving of thanks to our Heaveuly Fath- 
er by brother E. Williams. 

Bc It is requested that this Asspcia- 
tion be received into the fellowship oi the 
General Convention, and taken uncer their 
patronage. 

TIMOTHY BIGELOW, Moderator. 


Altest, E. Wiuttams, =? " 
N. B. Jounson, Clerks. 





The Northern Association of Universalists, united in 
friendship divine, tothe many brethren and friends, 
dispersed through this once howling wilderness, but 
now blossoming like the rose: this, truly, is the case 
ina spiritual sense. The stubborn growth of the in- 
tellectual wilds, is rapidly disappearing, through the 
incessant efforts of God’s commissioned laborers, be 
ing furnished by Him with every implement of Gos- 
nel husbandry; and the fragrant blossoms of the tree 
of life are unfolding their beauties to the rising Sun 
of Righteousness, portending immortal fruit. 


Dearly Beloved Brethren. 

In communicating to you the occurren- 
ces of this important occasion, we state, 
that we enjoyed much happiness while per- 
forming the pleasing duties of this associa- 
tions Happy, indeed, while realizing what 
actually. has taken place in the great cause 
of emancipation of the world from ecclesi- 
astical tyranny and oppression ; and the an- 
ticipation of the approaching glories burs- 
ing upon the world. Witha retrospective 
view, let us for a moment turn our atten- 
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tion to the important period, when God, | nai, strengthenea by the Almighty, have 
through a solitary individual,*  intro- ‘finally succeeded in planting the standard 
duced to the Columbian shores, the of the Price of peace amidst the enemies’ 
joyful tidings of God’s impartial and un- | camp; which standard, spangled with the 
bounded love; that the blessed Saviour, seven stars in God’s right hand, will there 
when he entered the most holy place, bore wave, unmovested, until all enemies are si- 
onthe breast-plate of his heart, a remem- lencee, and God is all in all. 

brance of every individual of his inheritance.| Brethren, we must love our enemies. — 
The Day-Spring from on high then first vis- Saith Jesus, “Love your enemies,” &c. 
ited the new world, and planted therein «that ye may be the children of your Fath- 
those heavenly ethics, which alone will yet ‘er jn heaven,” &c. Matt. ‘v. 44,45. So 
secure true liberty, both ecclesiastical and |God loveth hisenemies. This is the Uni- 
political,from the hands of kings and priests; yergalist’s God : let us worship and adore 
and the echo, bounding from our elevated lnim, Af we copy aud imitate the moral 
shores, will be heard in the old world with | etctean of tile only true God, (nota God 
joy 5 nations shali come to her light, and | who tates his enemies,) we shall thereby 
kings to the brightness of her rising. Letiy ov. ati men, Brethren, permit us again 
our fe+lings be awakened, when consider- |, put you in mind of another declaration 
ing the struggles and persecutions that a- ‘of Jesus, “ Ye are the salt of the earth.” 
waited him, aud other undaunted heralds of | Remember, that ou- faith is made known 
life and immortality 5 and also that blessed iby our works 5 that the tree is known by 
day, when the bright light, travelling inthe ‘it, fruit, Ye are Universalist in faith, 
greatness of its strength, stemming the tor-'), 54. indeed. The Universalists’ faith 


. . ; sit} : ! . Bi 
ean apatite ene their way |; high as heaven, great as immensity, and 
into these western climes, and planted their 


pure as holiness ; of al) people on earth, 
tabernacle between the seas. Those above |. honl4 be holy in life and conversatien, 


named are not the only laborers who have ' Let the unbeliever see, al) that is needed 
toiled in the heat and burthen of the day in ‘to revolutionize the world from sin to holie 


the Lord’s vineyard, but truly, others there ness, is, God’s real character to be known, 
—all thatis needed to destroy all party 


are among us, who are yet stationed on the 
names, is, God’s great pui poses to know, — 


frontier line of the rapidly increasing do- 
‘and all that is needed to do away courts, 





minion of Prince Immanuel, constantly ex- 


6 to the assaults of the combined forces | penal laws, and executioners, is, the truth, 
of the common enemy. 


Every thing is an| .. i+ is in Jesus, to know. 


enemy, that derogates from the character May peace and joy in the Holy Spirit 


of God, veiling his glories, bounding his > 
goodness, and destroying his heritage. remain with us all, with all our brethren, 


The heritage of God is the soul of every, the whole human family, until confirmed 
individual of the Adamic family ; for, | With usin life. 
said he, *‘ all souls are mine,” &c. Ezek. Done by order of the Association. 
xviii. 4. **Ask of me, and I shall give the THEOPHILUS COTTON. 
heathen thine inheritance, and the utter- omen 
most parts of the earth thy possession,” 
Psa.ii. 8. These laborers, who are con- 
tending for the boundless nature of the love 





A Sermon on the ‘ Work oF A Mepraror ;? 
delivered in Clarence, Erie county, N. Y. 


of God, and the extensiveness of the in- 
heritance ot Jesus ; pressing forward a- 
midst the volleys of clerical anathemas, 
spiritual volcanoes, and thunders from Si- 





# Mr. Murrey. 


Oct. 8, 1821: by Thomas Gross. Price 
6 cents, for sale at this Office. 
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